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IntheClaiins 

9. (cnrratfly amended) A fofitener as£embly for use with footwcai of the type 

having opposing circular eyelets, cwnpnsiiig: 

a series of fe.stcner elements, each fastener elemenl tODiprising 

» fiist mating member comprising two curved stop ends, each of the curved slop 
ends Jiaving a distal end and a proximal end, and also comprising one elostomeric 
member having two ends, the elastomBric iiembcr positioned between the 
proximol ends of the two curved sUt ends. 

two second matins members campxising a vertical post havinR a flange located ju 
a bottom portion of the vertical p«rt. a fin,t area of enlarged diameter located at n 
top of the vertical poai and a second area of enlarged diameter located at an 
intennediate position of ihe vertical post, 
each curved stop end alsit ttsiving 

acutvedamooai top surface fiStaufingftom the distal end ai ilte proximal 
^inti .tn p mrt so that a n e ntirp curve d stop end Wpwk 

^ p,ti.„f„,„.thr.HUtelcn<lto thfl proximal end m. p.ntiffl gUP^pd smOOtfe 
tn p «.Tf^re, available f< «^ dnrnntinr "^''T i"»Mrine 
an y wtirrt^ nn thft curv «< * T "'^"^ ^ ^ 

each curved stop end also containing at its .lisial end a vertical cavity fbr 
receipt of the vertical post, said vertical cavity having annexed *ercto 
spaces for receipt of the first f.nd second areas Of enlargpddlampt«r«f the 



PAGE4I9'RCVDAT6127I20068:5S:3$PM [Eastern DayipTiinel'SV^^ 



JUN-27-2006 19 = 02 



P. 05 



vortical poet, each curved stop end also l)avi ng its pioximal end a 
hollow lat^al cavity to receive in a liickable condition one end of the 
dostomeric member, 
the first and second areas of cidaiged diameter shaped ao as to make it easy to 
insert the vertical post inUi ilie vertical cavity of the first mating member and 
difficult to remove s»id vertical post from the vciticftl cavity Of said first mating 
member without dircui vertical and lateral tugging by a wearer. 

10. (piftvlonsly pfescntcd)The fastener assembly of claim 9, whsndn the vertical 
post is KiihNiaiitially cylindrical. 

11 . (previously presented) lUc fastener assembly uf claim 9, wheidn the lateral 
cavity is substantially eylmdrical. 

12. (canceled) 

13. (previously pie^ented) The fastener assembly ofeloim 9» wherein the 
elostomeric member is dcciuated with a unique color and/or design. 

14. (previously piesented) The fastener assembly of claim 9, wlicndo tfic top 
surface of the curved .^op end of the first mating member is decorated widi aumque 
color nuiViyr design* 
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1 5. (withdrawn) A fastener assenlljly for use with tunning shoes of ihc type 
having paii3 of opposing fabric loops on each side of the running shoe» comprising: 
a series of fastener elements, each fastener element comprising 

a first hook having a free curved disial end for insertion iuio a fir.st fahric loop of 
two opposing fabric loops and having a htillnw cavity at a proximal end, 
a second hook having a free curved disttil «ml fm inseition into a second fabric 
loop of the two opposing fabric luups ami having a hollow cavity at a proximal 
end, 

an ekmgaicd elasfomcric member having a first end detachably connected into die 
hoHow cavity of tfic firtt hook and having a second end detachably connccied Into 
tht^ hnlUiw uavity of die second hook. 

1«. (withdrawn) The f aetcncr ossemWy of claim i5» whefein the elastomeric 
member i& decorated with a unique color and/or design. 

17. (previously piesenied) The fastener ass^Wy of claim 9, wherdn the curved 
smooth top surface at the distal end ]8 concave and wherein a mmainder of die curved top 
surface gradually decUnes in slope to the proximal cud. 
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